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SUCCESS #1

You may remember that we featured the inappropriate 
lamp replacement in Church Lane in the first 2016 
Newsletter.

Amanda Cook of Ouse Cottages felt strongly that it was 
not correct that a traditional, old fashioned style lamp 
post should be replaced by a modern one which looked 
totally out of character and was an eye sore in the most 
picturesque, picture post card area of Hartford, the 
three cottages and the church having featured in 
numerous paintings over the years.
 
Good news for anyone who has yet to spot the recent 
reversal: the ‘heritage’ style lamp is back, albeit on a 
rather long lamp post! Thank you Huntingdon Town 
Council for seeing the wisdom of Mrs Cooke’s argument 
to which we were pleased to add our support.
 

SUCCESS #2

A number of residents contacted us with concerns 
about the sudden proliferation of brightly coloured 
signage around the Hartford Village Stores.

Accordingly we approached the Council Planning 
Department to check whether permission had been 
given. Enforcement Officer Richard Siwicki investigated 
and submitted the following comments:

“Advertising consent is not required for the signage at 
the front of the shop. I agree it is bright and garish but 
falls within the limits where advertising consent is not 
required. Being a Conservation Area does not affect this.

“The signage on the side is a different matter. Because 
there is no display window on Sapley Road, consent is 
required. This would not be supported by Officers who 
agree it is harmful to the amenity of the CA.”

Mr Mahmood did not realise this and has agreed to 
remove the side signage without any formal action. This 
was done without delay. Thank you Mr Mahmood.
 



Elusive as the Summer has been, the sun shone on two 
annual events organised by the King of the Belgians: the 
Bank Holiday Beer Festival which I am told exceeded 
the considerable success of recent years and the third 
annual Family Fun Day & Street Party.

Full credit to Jim & Bernie and their respective teams,

MAKING THE 
MOST OF THE 
SUMMER:
KOB BEER 
FESTIVAL & 
STREET PARTY

Hartford Conservation Group held an open meeting 
on 17th May. Chairman Mike Humphrey welcomed 
visitors and introduced Jane Sills from Ramsey 
Abbey Walled Kitchen Garden. 

The Garden was rediscovered in 1996 by 
Cambridgeshire Garden Trust when it was in a very 
overgrown state.    Volunteers set to work to clear the 
site and in 2004 The Ramsey Abbey Walled Kitchen 
Garden Trust was formed.    They applied for a Local 
Heritage Initiative Lottery Grant of £25,000 to create 
a new access route from Ramsey Rural Museum. 
The new route was necessary because the garden 
belongs to Abbey College and access was, therefore, 
limited.

It has taken volunteers (including Community 
Service) many years to clear brambles, buddleia, ivy 
and reduce the height of box hedge (which has now 
regrown and needs cutting again).   A mulberry tree 
was found which is thought to be older than the 
garden.   An apple tunnel has been erected and 20 
pairs of apple trees, which were bred in 
Cambridgeshire, have been planted on the 
aluminium frame.

Ramsey W.I. presented a sundial to mark 100 years 
of the Women's Institute which is now in the centre of 
the herb garden.

The garden has been planted with potato (such as 
Maris Piper) and apple (Huntingdon Codling) 
varieties originating in Cambridgeshire.  

John Drake, a founder member of the Charitable 
Trust, left a legacy to replace the glasshouses, which 
were taken down in the 1960s.   Work has begun but 
can only be carried out during College holidays.    
The work should be completed by the end of the 
summer.

On 18th May 2010 the garden was officially opened 
by Lord Fairhaven, whose mother Diana Broughton 
was the last private owner of what is now Abbey 
College.

Mike thanked Jane for a most interesting talk adding 
we intend to follow up the talk with a visit to the 
garden, probably in 2017 when the glasshouses 
should be complete.

Ramsey Abbey Walled Kitchen Garden Report

Keep up to date with your local 
Conservation Group: minutes of our 

Committee Meetings are now 
displayed in our notice board at the 

bottom of Sapley Road.
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the Hartford Conservation Group who can be 

contacted on 
01480 436 444 or email 

info@hartfordconservation.org.uk . Registered 
Charity No 1025575

These public events add so much to the well being and 
spirit of the village. Keep up the good work!

On the same theme, the HCG has agreed to support the 
idea of a Christmas Tree Festival in December, the 
brainchild of Juliet Cole of Hartford Cottage who has been 
coopted onto the HCG committee.
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